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Andela Andea, “Hyperion,” 2012. Cold Cathode
fluorescent lights, caomputer power source, LED

computer fans, flex neon, plexiglass, various
plastics. Photos by Guiseppe Barranco/cat5

#Selfie: AMSET opens its gallery to soul-baring
self-portraits of contemporary Texas artists
Posted on January 23, 2014  | By Beth Rankin

Upon entering the gallery, it’s
impossible not to notice Adela Andea.
Standing 96 inches tall and glowing
fiercely, Andea — or rather, the Conroe
artist’s sculptural representation of
herself — commands your attention with
cold cathode fluorescent lights and the
quiet whir of LED computer fans.
You could stare into her for hours,
losing yourself in the lights and
connections and subtle movements. I
suggest you do.
This weekend, the Art Museum of
Southeast Texas celebrates the opening
of a striking show of self-portraits by
contemporary artists with Texas ties —
a selfie show, if you will. Can I call it a
selfie show? No? I’m going to anyway.
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“I wanted it to be both literal and non-literal self-portraits,” said AMSET curator Caitlin Hanson.
“Both abstract and representational. I had fun picking the artists.”
It shows in the final result.
Houston artist Debra Barrera contributed one of my favorite pieces, “Parties on Earth.” An
everyday convenience store rack is stocked with generic store packaging — nacho, pork rind and
hot dog bun bags — that are filled instead with glitter and confetti.
Its whimsy is palpable but its back-story is touching.
“When I was a child, my father would pick me up from school and drive me to the gas station to
get snacks on the way home,” Barrera said in the show’s catalog. “He would get a drink and I
could get anything I wanted to eat. This moment was full of anticipation, excitement and joy.”

Mirrored and Obscured: Contemporary Texas Self-Portraits

Guiseppe Barranco

Andela Andea, “Hyperion,” 2012. Cold Cathode fluorescent lights, caomputer power source, LED

computer fans, flex neon, plexiglass, various plastics.

Many of the self-portraits reference childhood and adolescence, the artists creating visual
representations of those childhood moments — both big and small — that become so formative to
our growth as adults. When you read the story of each artist and their self-portrait (and I suggest
you do), you become inundated with a curious combination of the sacred and the mundane.
Take Andea’s fun, brightly lit sculpture, a piece that reads, at first, almost like the disco ball in the
center of this curious exhibition. Once you read about what you’re looking at, your perception of
the piece is likely to change quickly.
“At age 13, I was a direct witness to the bloody Romanian Revolution of 1989, which started in my
hometown and ended up with the overthrow of the totalitarian regime in Romania,” Andea writes. “I
experienced the revolution from a physical and traumatic psychological perspective.
“Becoming an adult under the rapid westernization in Romania — and the optimism provided by
the democratization of digital technologies during that decade — had a tremendous influence on
my choice of embracing the latest technology as my artistic medium.”
The artists in this show — all of whom have either lived in, studied in or currently reside in Texas
— have created intimate, soul-bearing pieces. For once, we’re not only looking at an artist’s work,
we’re looking into the artist themselves, getting a glimpse at what they see when they look at
themselves in the mirror each day.
“Most of my life I have avoided confronting my physical image,” said Houston artist Sharon
Kopriva, who contributed a sculpture and a painting to the show. “Throughout my career, I recall
making only one work intended as a mirror image.”
Now, in AMSET’s gallery, there are two Koprivas — one, a dynamic and chilling sculpture in

IMAGE 1  OUT OF 15



9/14/2014 #Selfie: AMSET opens its gallery to soul-baring self-portraits of contemporary Texas artists - cat5

http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/#198561… 3/6

From Around the Web

The 15 Richest NASCAR Drivers in the
World  (Worthly)

Forgotten Stars Of the 90′s, What Do they
Look Like NOW  (Juicy Celeb)

Ed Henry reacts to President Obama’s
speech on ISIS

(FOX Business)

What the President didn’t say in his speech
on ISIS

(FOX Business)

20 Hot Photos of Model Holly Peers
(RantLifestyle)

We Recommend

cat5 Fall Fest & Culture Guide: Arts

Hot Pick: Riverfront Park picnic

A boutique that fits

Hot Pick: Dylan’s 20th Birthday

La Real Michoacana's frozen Mexican treats
pack a spicy punch

cat5 Fall Fest & Culture Guide: Theater

papier mache and steel, the other a painting so intimate that looking deeply at it makes one feel a
bit voyeuristic.
Galveston artist Ann Wood created a two-part piece just for this installation. In the foreground, a
giant pink wolf sits in repose as, behind it, a contemporary portrait of Little Red Riding Hood looks
down from the wall.
Wood frequently deals with reoccurring images, pop culture iconography and feminist
interpretations of fairy tales.
“Most protagonists in fairy tales are girls, with common themes of lurking danger (if girls stray from
the path, the bogey man will get us), learned helplessness (girls must endure any situation while
waiting for Prince Charming to rescue/marry us) and family betrayal (evil stepmother),” Wood
writes. “That fairy tales generally involve pastoral — but booby-trapped — backgrounds is also
appealing to me.”
The longer you explore this show of contemporary self-portraits, the more you find the one thing
you probably didn’t expect to find: yourself.
It takes courage as an artist to pick apart your flaws in a room filled with critics. But, as a viewer,
it takes courage to stand before a piece and stare down your own faults, your own failings, your
own love handles and back acne and unpaid parking tickets.
But growth — be it personal or creative — rarely comes from comfort.
“Mirrored and Obscured: Contemporary Texas Self-Portraits”
When: Opening reception 6-8 p.m. Friday; on view through May 11
Where: Art Museum of Southeast Texas, 500 Main St., Beaumont
Cost: Free
beth@thecat5.com
@BeaumontBeth on Facebook, Twitter & Foursquare
 

Categories: art
Tags: Art Museum of Southeast Texas  |  selfie

Art In The City
artinthecity.net
Corporate and Residential Fine Art Paintings, art glass, framing

You Might Also Like

Recommended by

PRINT —

Cara Delevingne’s
Topshop Campaign is
Here
Glam

25 Biggest Decorating
Mistakes to Avoid
HGTV

10 "Fast Food" Places
That Are Worth Waiting
on Line For
Sphere Originals

7 Scenic Highway
Drives
AARP

http://worthly.com/richest/15-richest-nascar-drivers-time/
http://juicyceleb.com/photos/forgotten-stars-of-the-90s-what-do-they-look-like-now-201420681/
http://video.foxbusiness.com/v/3779601802001/ed-henry-reacts-to-president-obamas-speech-on-isis/
http://video.foxbusiness.com/v/3780895769001/what-the-president-didnt-say-in-his-speech-on-isis/
http://www.rantlifestyle.com/2014/06/07/20-hot-photos-of-model-holly-peers/?utm_term=Title1
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/09/05/cat5-fall-fest-culture-guide-arts/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/09/05/hot-pick-riverfront-park-picnic/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/09/12/a-boutique-that-fits/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/09/09/hot-pick-dylans-20th-birthday/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/09/07/la-real-michoacanas-frozen-mexican-treats-pack-a-spicy-punch/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/09/05/cat5-fall-fest-culture-guide-theater/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/category/art/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/tag/art-museum-of-southeast-texas/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/tag/selfie/
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/?share=facebook&nb=1
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/?share=twitter&nb=1
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/?share=email&nb=1
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/?share=pinterest&nb=1
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/?share=linkedin&nb=1
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/?share=google-plus-1&nb=1


9/14/2014 #Selfie: AMSET opens its gallery to soul-baring self-portraits of contemporary Texas artists - cat5

http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/#198561… 4/6

Kendall Jenner's Ice Bucket Challenge Is a
Little Too Sexy (VIDEO)  (Stirring Daily)

Keyword search across all the entries in this
blog.

KEYWORDS

SEARCH

You Might Also Like

Recommended by

Comments are closed.

SUBOXONE® Sublingual Film
suboxone.com

(buprenorphine and naloxone) CIII. Find a
doctor.

Aircraft Repair Training
fixjets.com

Campus in Houston & Connected
With Employers Across The
Country!

Cerebros and the art of drug
smuggling
Sphere

Street Style: ESSENCE Street
Style Awards Block Party
Essence

Australians Build Town
Completely Below Ground
ULIVE

The B-52 bomber turns 60
(photos)
CNET

http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/176684/kendall_jenner_ice_bucket_challenge
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CsXx-UzEVVJX4EtDapgPNpYCICdqO6eEFstrHsmbK4pqicBABIOjfhR1QrYTwpv3_____AWDJhoCA5KSsE6ABlMXW_QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgT6AU_Qvy3BF8FJmX3HJdLO0eYZwlkmaHH30E4YzkKltSgGroEHprFQJFNnNNBpgeOHjY5Fjsz-jO7elqRl7uOmK4Gzy5IIRxTyzJT7gfzZNKqugYx8eWoFaiZ-DPvfkLMZ7rqvcbmwm1V-ALXy_ZyxIgv7FcZb2Ej_FULRWL_Ye4nK0c4tF7AWF_v0vCTn5psZZogNiCut-5SVPWUOobF0wH9zc68VFVn4GVucHqvksCO-m-kAnDHvCAUVcnhyEmMy-8i1tS3i26YEv-Y7-uVgwCiuzutkd7H5Yex-VhEtyttTJaTHkU6O2Yr5gPqIFeivaMvvxSD9S7gbCviIBgGAB9S6qQI&num=1&cid=5GgjuSncB_rbhqLt8SaUDqfX&sig=AOD64_0ZffkGgTZEmHFlcTL1cli4ntAt-w&client=ca-pub-2448827953758256&adurl=http://suboxone.com/treatment-plan/find-a-doctor
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CN8YEUzEVVP2pFtWupgPdzIH4Cvfd7IcE_-ernFmxw5eJahABIOjfhR1Q05-ajQdgyYaAgOSkrBOgAZvHq_4DyAEBqAMByAPDBKoE-gFP0ADWq0VwwHA9fCrqNJAT10me0T_mbHUY28d-j1B6F08PNdiqYO0SoGztxgCNetMIRUVpPQo9qWxYlnL5db6pgMoiwM7zEMpnxo0C5cOVYLrsTLApTcByQU6QJmLpAdEzxCkc3wOfpsgJBx8PCoBPcESXkZfsQdktc7MExjIIKN69-TuPLlKmvcC7ORlvaS18wKDd4Uw_0F0QjUv-OBDUbtinhAvNHcz_Zz4rKn6zMDLGnugzPRZTI-g8dP-6N36AZfa9mCvjJkRNQVG3jPkXXaRZoqpHU5zyyEVpo2C67lYsdpGShRybYnnlRHbkcHE-ExZMLe8VRR0kgAfNuNQB&num=1&sig=AOD64_1sGCEV05aa5kQuXtwjt8v1ywF31g&client=ca-pub-2448827953758256&adurl=http://fixjets.com/google/Houston/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CN8YEUzEVVP2pFtWupgPdzIH4Cvfd7IcE_-ernFmxw5eJahABIOjfhR1Q05-ajQdgyYaAgOSkrBOgAZvHq_4DyAEBqAMByAPDBKoE-gFP0ADWq0VwwHA9fCrqNJAT10me0T_mbHUY28d-j1B6F08PNdiqYO0SoGztxgCNetMIRUVpPQo9qWxYlnL5db6pgMoiwM7zEMpnxo0C5cOVYLrsTLApTcByQU6QJmLpAdEzxCkc3wOfpsgJBx8PCoBPcESXkZfsQdktc7MExjIIKN69-TuPLlKmvcC7ORlvaS18wKDd4Uw_0F0QjUv-OBDUbtinhAvNHcz_Zz4rKn6zMDLGnugzPRZTI-g8dP-6N36AZfa9mCvjJkRNQVG3jPkXXaRZoqpHU5zyyEVpo2C67lYsdpGShRybYnnlRHbkcHE-ExZMLe8VRR0kgAfNuNQB&num=1&sig=AOD64_1sGCEV05aa5kQuXtwjt8v1ywF31g&client=ca-pub-2448827953758256&adurl=http://fixjets.com/google/Houston/
http://content.sphere.com/articles/cerebros-and-the-art-of-drug-smuggling/
http://photos.essence.com/galleries/street-style-essence-street-style-awards-block-party
http://www.ulive.com/video/australian-underground-city
http://www.cnet.com/pictures/the-b-52-bomber-turns-60-photos/


9/14/2014 #Selfie: AMSET opens its gallery to soul-baring self-portraits of contemporary Texas artists - cat5

http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/#198561… 5/6

Select Category

BEAUMONT ENTERPRISE
BLOGS

Newsworthy
Breaking news for Southeast
Texas

Whaddya Think?
We want to hear from you

The Huddle
High School sports in Southeast
Texas

In The Cards
Lamar University sports

Hot Topics
Trending news, culture and
entertainment

cat5
The night side of SE Texas

CATEGORIES

http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/newsworthy
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/think
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/huddle
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/inthecards
http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/hottopics
http://thecat5.com/


9/14/2014 #Selfie: AMSET opens its gallery to soul-baring self-portraits of contemporary Texas artists - cat5

http://blog.beaumontenterprise.com/cat5/2014/01/23/selfie-amset-opens-its-gallery-to-soul-baring-self-portraits-of-contemporary-texas-artists/#198561… 6/6

BEAUMONT
ENTERPRISE
Home
News
Entertainment
Life
Sports
High School Sports
Business
Opinions
Photos
Video

Obits
Blogs
Weather
Databases
Crime Maps
Outdoors
Seen
Movies
TV
Lottery
numbers

Calendar
Comics
Puzzles
Horoscopes
Games
In the
Works
Communities
Texas
Nation
World
Archives

MARKETPLACE
Autos
Jobs
Homes
Classifieds
Business Directory
Coupons
Place an ad
Become a distributor

HOME
DELIVERY
Subscribe
Vacation holds
Report problem

SERVICES
Customer Care
Contact Us
Online registration
Submit news
Terms and conditions
Privacy policy
Your California privacy
rights
Site Index

OTHER
EDITIONS
eEdition
Mobile site
RSS feeds

PARTNER
SITES
VIP Magazine
Hardin County News
Jasper Newsboy
Lakecaster

Ad Choices

© 2014 Hearst Newspapers II, LLC

A quadrantONE partner

  

http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/life/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/sports/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/sports/hs
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/business/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/opinions/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/photos/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/video
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/beaumontenterprise/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/blogs
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/weather
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/databases
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/crime/beaumont
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/sports/outdoors
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/seen
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/movies
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/tv
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/lottery
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/calendar
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/comics
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/puzzles
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/horoscopes
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/games
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/business/works
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/communities
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/texas
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/nation
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/world
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/archives
http://cars.beaumontenterprise.com/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/jobs/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/homes
http://beaumontenterprise.kaango.com/
http://local.beaumontenterprise.com/
http://print.coupons.com/alink.asp?go=15243sj2110
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/advertising
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/circulation/be_distributor
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/Beaumont/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/circulation/vacation_hold
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/Beaumont/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/faq/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/contact
http://reg.beaumontenterprise.com/signup
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/submit
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/terms/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/privacy/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/privacy/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/index
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/eedition/
http://m.beaumontenterprise.com/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/services/rss
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/otherpubs
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/vip
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/hardincountynews
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/jasper
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/lakecaster
http://www.aboutads.info/choices/
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/rss

